
March 7, 2017
Dear Parents and Community Members:

We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report 
(AER) which provides key information on the 2015-16 educational 
progress for Oxford Bridges High School (OBHS). The AER 
addresses the complex reporting information required by federal and 
state laws. The school’s report contains information about student 
assessment, accountability, and teacher quality. If you have any 
questions about the AER, please contact Aletha VanLoozen,Principal 
of OBHS, for assistance. The AER is available for you to review 

electronically at http://oxfordschools.org/district/annual_education_reports or you 
may review a copy in the main offi ce at your child’s school.

For the 2016-17 year, no new Priority or Focus schools were named; some 
Priority or Focus schools did exit their status because they met the exit criteria. 
New Reward schools were identifi ed using school rankings and Beating the Odds 
information. A Focus school is one that has a large achievement gap between 
the highest and lowest achieving 30% of schools. A Priority school is one whose 
achievement and growth is in the lowest 5% of all schools in the state. A Reward 
school is one that has achieved one or more of the following distinctions: top 5% 
of schools on the Top-to-Bottom School Rankings, top 5% of schools making 
the greatest gains in achievement (improvement metric), or “Beating the Odds” 
by outperforming the school’s predicted ranking and/or similar schools. Some 
schools are not identifi ed with any of these labels. In these cases, no label is 
given. OBHS was not given one of these labels.

There are several challenges as it relates to State data and Oxford Bridges High 
School. First and foremost, OBHS students are in attendance because they have 
not been successful in a traditional high school program.  This lack of success 
in a traditional high school can be for a multitude of reasons, such as gaps in 
overall knowledge in content areas, lack of consistent and effective study habits, 
chronic absences, home issues, lack of student engagement, etc. Despite the many 
challenges facing our students, standardized test scores have increased from 
14.2 from the 2012/2013 school to 15.5 (SAT converted score) in the 2015/2016 
school year. 

Oxford Bridges High School staff and administration are committed to 
the development of an exemplary educational program that focuses on the 
holistic needs of students who are at-risk for high school failure.  We strive to 
provide students with the opportunity to gain not only academic mastery, but 
to understand their role in the community and the world around them. We are 
dedicated to student learning and their realization of high school completion. We 
show this daily by building positive healthy relationships with students and their 
families.  Our small classrooms provide students with the opportunity to develop 
meaningful relationships and receive individualized assistance when necessary. 
Our instructional methods revolve around best practices for students who 
typically have struggled in their academic careers. We focus our teaching in a way 
that students are able to make connections not only in their own lives but expand 
that learning on a global level.
 I would like to encourage you to stop by and visit our school community.

Aletha VanLoozen, Principal
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Mission
The mission of Oxford Bridges High 
School is to provide an exceptional 
educational program in an environ-
ment conducive to learning for the 
student who is at risk for high school 
failure.  This program gives all Oxford 
High School students opportunity and 
access to successful high school com-
pletion and preparation for future life-
long achievment.  We strive to work 
together as a cohesive team to build a 
positive community and culture where 
all students feel safe, nurtured and 
important to those around them.

Student Profi le
An Oxford graduate will be:
• A knowledgeable individual
• An information organizer
• A reasoner and problem solver
• An effective communicator
• A responsible community
 member
• A continuous learner

Administration
Tim Throne, Superintendent

Sam Barna, Assistant Superintendent 
of Business & Finance

Nancy Latowski, Assistant 
Superintendent of Human Resoursces

Denise Sweat, Assistant 
Superintendent of Student Services

Ken Weaver, Assistant Superintendent 
of Curriculum & Instruction

Board of Education
Dan D’Alessandro President
Kim Shumaker Vice President
Mike Schweig Treasurer
Mark Stepek Secretary
Joyce Brasington Trustee

   Carol Mitchell                 Trustee
Jim Reis        Trustee            



Process for Assigning Pupils to the School
Students are referred to, or requested to attend OBHS due 
to being behind in their academic progress at Oxford High 
School (OHS). Students who are most at risk-for high school 
failure are transferred from OHS with approval by OBHS 
and OHS administration. Students’ academic and behavioral 
history is reviewed to ensure students will have appropriate 
resources available to them at Oxford Bridges High School. 

Status of 3-5 Year School Improvement Plan
The school improvement process at Oxford Bridges High 
School is led by the school leadership team. Our school has 
goals for each content area complete with strategies and 
activities to support student growth within each one of those 
areas. Oxford Bridges High School is accredited through 
AdvancED. Our school participated in an external review 
for successful re-accreditation during the 2015-16 school 
year. The external review provided feedback on our school 
improvement goals. 2016-17 will be the fi rst year of the next 
5 year cycle. Our current school goals are:

•Students will improve their Reading performance.
•Students will improve their Writing performance.
•Students will improve their mathematical skills and 
knowledge.
•Students will improve their skills and knowledge within 
Social Studies.
•Students will improve their skills and knowledge within 
Science.
•Students will enhance their preparation for success in a 
global environment. 

Strategies are implemented to reach these goals based on 
researched best practices. Over the last 4 years, teachers 
in all grades received training in the areas of technology, 
standards based grading, project based assessments, 
accommodating different learning styles and needs, high 
interest engagement strategies and meeting social and 
emotional needs. Bridges High School staff attend and 
engage in professional development to increase their 
competency in working with at-risk students. 

Specialized Schools
Students at Oxford Bridges High School attend some classes 
at Oxford High School, and may attend Oakland Schools 
Technical Campus (OSTC) for vocational education. OBHS 
students can enroll in online classes through the Oxford 
Virtual Academy, our district’s online education provider, in 
order to complete credits. 

Academic Core Curriculum
All Oxford curricula are based upon the Michigan 
Academic Standards. Please contact the Principal of 
your child’s school to access information about our 
curriculum, which is located in the Atlas software 
system. 

Parent Involvement
Parents are regularly involved in their students’ progress 
through phone contact and email correspondence.  When 
students are not showing success, a meeting is scheduled 
to discuss strategies and optional interventions are held.  
Parent teacher conference participation can be found 
below:

2014-2015:  16 families attended fall conferences, 
representing 29% of the students; 10 families, 
representing 19% of students attended spring 
conferences.

2015-2016:  15 familes attended fall conferences, 
representing 23% of the students; 11 families 
representing 20% of students attended in the spring. 

Postsecondary Enrollments/College 
Equivalent Courses
Essential academic skills are emphasized in all four 
core classes as well as in elective courses. Emphasis on 
21st century employability skills are also highlighted 
throughout the curriculum focusing on problem solving, 
communication, collaboration and critical thinking. 
Teachers deliver classroom instruction using diverse 
strategies including, cooperative learning, individualized 
planning, project based assessments and standards 
based grading. To assist in recovering credits, we use 
GradPoint as a virtual based recovery program. 

Due to the nature of Oxford Bridges High School, 
there are no college prep courses offered, such as dual 
enrollment or AP courses.

OBHS Class of 2016


